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I  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA. 


)ffic©  Bearers  of  tin. 
tDLAW  and  Thoma 
for  attaching  name^ 


It  had  long  been  desired  by  mtitiy  friends  of  Iho  Africto 
race  to  have  an  Anti-Slavery  Society  for  IJprER  Canada, 
wiih  its  head-quarters  in  Toronto.      Several  attempts  bad 
been  made  to  accomplish  it,  but  without  success.    The 
passnge  of  the  atrocious  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  gave  a  new 
impulse  to  the  friends   of  justice,  and  of  sympathy  for 
the  oppressed.    It  seemed  impossible  to  witness  the  arrival, 
in  Canada,  of  so  many  sufferers  under  that  law,  without 
being  convinced  of  ihe  duty  of  crying  aloud  to  our  neigh- 
bours across  the  Line,  to  stay  their  hands  from  prosecuting 
a  system  of  such  iniquity,  and  of  inviting  and  urging  them, 
'  by  every  consideration  arising  from  our  common  Chris- 
tianity, to  put  a  stop  to  it  for  ever,  by  the  abolition  of 
Slavery,      it  is  matter  for  sincere  joy  to  every  friend  of 
liberty  and  of  universal  philanthropy,  that  the  first  steps 
have  at  length  been  taken  in  this  great  cause ;  and  in  lay- 
ing  before  their  fellow-citizens,  and  others  at  a  distance, 


€^ 


mm 


tte  following  .liort  account  of  the  fonnalion  of  the  Uppes 
Canada  AsTi-StAVERV  Society,  the  Committee  earnestly 
request  the  support  of  the  Public  to  its  objccU.. 

The  Public  Jkleelin;  for  organising  the  Society  v,»  beW 
in  the  Citv  Mall,  on  vVcdnesday,  tho  26.h  February,  Itol. 
His  Wonsmr  the  Mayor  presided.  It  wns  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  ar.d  numerous  Assemblies  ever  held  m 
Toronto. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Willis  having  opened  the  Meeting  with 
Prayer,  the  first  resolution  was  moved  by  Bev.  Mr. 
McCll-be,  seconded  by  Key.  Prof.  Esson.  and  earned  a. 
follows: — 

Ist-That  Slaverj-,  that  is  the  '•»"«?^"^/°'^'"l*;;'"f r 
5nff  into  b..nda"e.  and  retaining  indefinitely  in  that  state,  ot 
Sm  h^li  an  outrage  on  tl.e  laws  of  humanity,  and 
Tf  h"  BiWe  r  and  that  th.rcontinued  existence  o  the  prae. 
See  on  this  continent  is  just  cause  ot  gnef,  ""^  ^«"'»"°» 
our  best  exertions,  by  ail  lawful  end  practical  means,  tor 
its  extinction. 

It  was  moved  by  Rev.  Dr.  Willis,  seconded  by  Mr, 
PfiTER  Bkovvs,  and  carriei : — 

anJ  —That    entertaining  the  feelings  of  brethren  and 
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they  cannot  resist,  supported  by  Uiws  in  which  ihey  hare 
no  voice.  These  laws  —  grievously  aggravated  by  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill — are  at  open  variance  wiih  the  best 
interests  ofmnn,  ns  endowed  by  our  Great  Creator  with  th« 
privilege  "  of  lite,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"— 
privilei!;es  and  rights  always  inalienable,  except  when  for- 
l^i*ed  by  cr^rne  charged  and  proved. 

U  waij  moved  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lillie,  seconded  by  Re?. 

Mr.  EoAr,  and  €^^iicttI•'- 


..         tid — Tnat  this  P.Ieetb^  hcnrtily  bids  God-spprd  to  the 

Meeiing  wt        ^^joble  and  ever-mcrcusing  Dond  of  Christians  and  Patriots  in 
y    Bcv,    Mr.     the  United  States — th(^  truest  iriends,  in  this  particular,  of 
nd  carried  as    their  country, — who  publicly  plead  without  fear  or  favour, 
♦because  of  tlieir  enslaved  fel  low -subjects,  by  nU  constilu« 
..onal  and  Christian  means,  pursuing  this  object  with  single- 
forcible  brinw<.    J^^^s  of  aim,  and  nM  mixing  it  up  with  ulterior  and  irrele* 
thai  state,  Sf   vant  designs. 

^^^.I'^^y '  f  "^       It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Plummer,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr, 

;e  ot  me  prac-:  .         .    i 

and  demands  Geikie,  and  earned  :— 

;al  means,  lor  ^  ^^j,  _j|,j^t  j^  Society  be  now  formed,  to  be  called  «  T5ie 

^nti-Slavery  Society  of  Canada,"  the  object  of  which  shall 

dcd  bv  Mr    ^®  ^^  ^^^  "*  ^^^  extinction  of  Slavery  all  over  the  world,  by 

^^         ^       '   means  exclusively  lawful  tnd  peaceable,  moral  and  reli» 

*         gious,  such  as  the  diffusing  of  useful  information  and  argu» 

ment,  by  tracts,  newspapers,  lectures,  and  correspondence, 
brethren  and  g^^^^j  by  manitVsting  sympathy  with  the  houseless  and  home* 
States,  [for  the  |^gg  yjctjms  of  Slavery  flying  to  our  soil. 
I  and  common 

termoddle  offi-      It  was  moved  by  Captain  Stuart,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.J. 
e  but  take  the  gnoRT,  and  carried  :— 
Tting  that  the 

be  confounded  5th, — That  a  Committee,  now  to  be  named,  shall  be 
either  political  appointed,  with  suitable  officers,  who  shall  conduct  tho 
le  forcfd  servi-  business  of  the  Society,  have  power  to  make  bye-laws,  and 
;cused,  untried,  jball  meet  on  an  early  day  for  that  purposes-three  to  be 
i  power  which  ^  quorum. 


RtrtES, 


I. 


Th.1  tU.  AssocUtion  be  called  «  Thb  Aoti-Swvmt 
That  th.t  Awocw  ^^  jj^  ,^,  p^<^ 

SuaETT  or  CAWABA,    »nu  ■!».  »    cuviTV  and 

tion  of  right  principles  upon  the  subject  of  Slavery,  ana 

II. 

That  all  pe«o«s  paying  Two  Sh.  tu»«  a»p  S.x«»ce 
per  annum  shall  be  entitled  to  be  Me»be»  of  the  Asso 

eiation.  ^ 

lU. 

• 

That  the  Society  shall  hold  an  Annual  Meeting,  a 
wS  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  shall  be  reported 
r.I;te*Xnt  of  Funds  received  «.d  disbursed  shall  b, 

f  ubmttied. 

•  .         ■ 

That  the  business  of  the  Society  i*^  be  cnnducted  b 
.  S^^e  appomted  by  the  Annual  Meetmg. 
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That  the  Committee  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of 
each  Month  for  the  prosecution  oi  business,  such  Meeting 
to  be  announced  previously  by  the  Secretaries ;  who  may 
also,  with  the  consent  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence, 
of  their  own  accord,  convene  Extraordinary  Meetings  of 
the  Committee,  as  occasion  may  require ;  three  to  form 
a  quorum. 


I 


VI. 


That  application  for  Subscriptions  be  made  to  1  u  fiiendf* 
of  this  cause,  in  the  City  of  Toronto  ai^d  elsewhere,  as  •ooo 
as  possible  after  the  Annual  Public  Meeting.  * 
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VII. 

1  That  a  Course  of  Lectures  be  delivered  Annually  by 
Ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  others,  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  so  as  to  meet  prevalent  fallacies  on  the  question, 
Apposed  to  Scripture  as  well  as  humanity. 

VIII. 

That  this  Constitution  shall  not  he  altered  or  amended, 
iinless  after  notice  of  such  proposed  alteration  or  amend- 
luent  has  been  given  One  Month  previously. 
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